1. We are a current grant holder of a FtF Niche Project. Are we still eligible to apply for this round or do we need to wait for subsequent rounds, if and when they occur?

As stated in the RFA on page 7, under Number 4: Selection Criteria requires that applicants…“Be from a U.S. organization not currently implementing a FTF program, or who will not be at the time of proposed grant start date.”
In addition, Under the heading 8. Application Format under I. Funding Opportunity Description, the second sentence of number 2, Anticipated Start Date, states “The closing date for award of grants under this request for applications shall be May 15, 2012.”
Therefore, all current FtF programs must be over by May 15, 2012, or before the applicant is award the grand under this RFA.


2. We are a subcontractor for the National Cooperative Business Association FTF project in Senegal, having been asked by them to provide volunteers.  We are now interested in applying for funding under the RFA above for a project we are doing with Project Mercy in Ethiopia with pepper farmers.  Does our involvement in the Senegal project mean we cannot apply for funding under this program?  We did not apply to be part of that Senegal project.

According to Section 7., Selection Criteria under I. Funding Opportunity Description, and Section 2., Minimum Eligibility Criteria, under III. Eligibility Information, only FtF implementers that currently have a project in place are precluded from applying. Subcontractors to current FtF implementers are still eligible.

 
3. I have one question regarding the Farmer to Farmer RFA (1071-20-505).  Can indirect costs be included in the budget?

According to Section 1., Budget under IV. Application and Submission Information, “The budget should be fixed firm price with progress payments based on milestone achievements, milestone payments are a requirement. Recommended budget line items include: labor, volunteer allowances, travel and transportation, goods and materials.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]The RFA provides no explicit requirements on the budget, but Section B. Selection Process, under V. Application Review Information, states “The cost application will be evaluated, at the conclusion of the technical application review, for cost realism and reasonableness.”   

